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Disclaimer 

The ebook may contain links to external websites that are not 

provided or maintained by or in any way connected to the Author. 

The author may have an affiliate relationship with these websites 

and may get a commission from sales made on those sites.  

Please note that the Author does not guarantee the accuracy, 

relevance, timeliness, or completeness of any information on these 

external websites. However, the Author will not knowingly 

recommend unreliable websites or poor-quality products. 

All information in this ebook is provided “as is,” with no guarantee 

of completeness, accuracy, timeliness, or of the results obtained 

from the use of this information, and without warranty of any kind, 

express or implied, including, but not limited to, warranties of 

performance, merchantability, and fitness for a particular purpose. 

The Author will not be liable to You or to anyone else for any in 

this ebook that results in injuries or damages, even if advised of the 

possibility of such injuries or damages.  
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Part 1: How to Begin 
You made a great decision by requesting this e-course! This is intended to 

give you a high-level overview of a few markets where you can make money 

performing magic. In many cases, you can do so and still sleep in your own 

bed at night. Sound good? Let’s get started! 

Being a magician means you are making a career for yourself in show 

business. You are putting on a show and if you are a serious magician, you 

will expect people to pay for that performance. In essence, you have started a 

business and must be able to run that business effectively if you expect to 

make a buck. 

If you are ready to take the step into being a paid magician, then there are a 

few things to keep in mind: 

1. Make sure your magic show is of high quality and value for the money. 

 

2. Decide what type of magician you want to be: children, street, club, or 

facilitator or icebreaker. This decision will affect how you market your act. 

You can work in several markets, but you will need to understand the details 

for each one. 

 

3. How much money do you want to make? Do you want to earn from magic 

full-time or is it more of a part-time gig? Once you have worked this out, you 

can set aside the appropriate time for both performance and business building. 

 

Initially, you may have to give a few shows for free. Displaying your talents 

is a good way for people to see if you are the kind of act they want, and that 

you get a good reaction from the audience.  

If you are aiming your magic act at kids, then offer to do a free show at a 

birthday party for a close friend or family member. If you want to give magic 

performances for adults, contact some charity organizations and see if you 

can perform at one of their events. 

Perhaps there is a local fair coming up in your neighborhood; if so, contact 

the organizers and offer to do a free magic show for them. Or you could do 

street magic in a pub or restaurant for free for a few nights and see if the 

reaction you get is positive. 
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If you are donating your time, make sure you get a testimonial in return. A 

letter on company letterhead is still effective, but these days, a video 

testimonial is very powerful! 

So you have booked your first free performance. People will love you and 

you’ll get heaps of bookings from the show—right? Not if you’re not 

prepared, you won’t. And you need to be prepared both magically (your 

performance has to be perfect) and businesswise.  

Make sure you have made business cards and flyers to hand out before and 

after the show. Make up some colorful posters to put up around the venue. If 

people like you, they can get your contact details and book you for more 

shows.  

You can also collect people’s email addresses so you can send them 

information on upcoming performances. A top-notch list management system 

will be crucial for this. My recommendation is at the end of this lesson. 

Once you are up and running, you can look at other ways to attract customers. 

Carefully researched online advertising or designing a website are good 

marketing tools.  

How much will you charge for your performances? Check out what other 

magicians are charging by contacting your local magic club or store.  

Remember, if you are a beginner, don’t overprice yourself. You want to get 

the job because you are good and reasonably priced. Once you have built up a 

good name and following, you can adjust your fees accordingly. 

Proper e-mail marketing is essential these days. I recommend Kickstart Cart 

as the best integrated solution for e-mail list management, complete with a 

shopping cart, autoresponders, and more. The great people behind it also 

provide free training. Click to visit the site, find out more, and sign up for 

your 30-day free trial! 
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Part 2: Magic for Kids’ Shows 
Important Note: Don’t look down on performing kid shows. Some 

professional entertainers make a good living performing kid’s shows almost 

exclusively. But don’t do them just for the money. To be successful, you have 

to genuinely like children, and they have to like you! 

So you’ve decided you want to be a magician and your first audience will be 

kids at a children’s party. How do you prepare for that? What are the best 

tricks to perform for kids? 

First, your onstage character must be a good one. Kids love color and 

showmanship so invent a good magician character and give him a great name. 

(Merlin’s already been taken by many magicians!).  

Children also love humor so make sure you have a lot of fun in your act. Kids 

particularly like laughing at adults who make mistakes, so “clumsy” humor 

might also be a part of your show.  

It’s important to keep in mind that children have short attention spans, so you 

must make your tricks quick and simple and keep them coming. They also 

need to be visually entertaining. Don’t fill your magic show with card 

tricks—this won't keep them amused. If you are slow moving and don’t have 

enough entertainment value, the likelihood of you getting more bookings is 

low. 

So what types of magic tricks are good for kid’s magic shows? 

1. Tricks that use colorful scarves and handkerchiefs are visually entertaining. 

Try the color-changing scarf that magically changes color in your hand or the 

hypnotized handkerchief where you can make a handkerchief levitate and 

dance at will. There are plenty more in this category. 

2. You could pretend you are a karate expert and do the banana buster trick. 

Kids will be amazed as you seemingly cut a banana while it is still whole in 

its skin, without even touching it. You’ve prepared the banana beforehand by 

slicing through it with a pin. When you peel the banana, it has magically cut 

itself into pieces. 

 

https://joelibbyseminars.com/


https://JoeLibbySeminars.com       6 
 

3. Any tricks that cause something to vanish and reappear are great for kids. 

Don’t rely on illusions that use angles with children because children are 

difficult to keep still and may move around a lot.  

Kids’ magic shows can be great fun. As with all magic, make sure your 

performance is well rehearsed and you’ll have them crying out for more. 

Never perform all your tricks and never reveal your secrets; you want them to 

come to your next gig, right? 

Adding some variety to your show can set you apart from your competition in 

the kids’ show market. Ventriloquism is a great skill to combine with magic; 

they always seem to go well together. Professional ventriloquist Tom Crowl 

has put out a comprehensive online course for learning ventriloquism. Get 

more info about it at my blog post:  

https://joelibbyseminars.com/uncategorized/youcanlearnventriloquism/  

https://joelibbyseminars.com/
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Part 3: Street Magic or Busking 
Important: It’s crucial to know local ordinances, including any required 

licenses, before attempting street magic or busking. Do you due diligence so 

you avoid problems! 

As the name suggests, street magic is performed on the street or in bars, in an 

informal setting. It is performed for people who may not realize that they are 

the magician’s audience. Good street magicians will attract an audience by 

their tricks and patter, and hopefully by the end of their show, spectators will 

leave them a tip.  

Street magic is probably the oldest form of the magic show, but some magic 

TV shows are now developed around this kind of theatre. 

Certain tricks are more suited to street magic than others. Those that need big 

props or mirrors are perhaps left to platform and stage magic. Cards, coins, 

bills, cups and balls are all appropriate tricks for the street magician.  

If you want to try and become a street magician keep the following points in 

mind: 

1. Use only well-rehearsed tricks. Practice beforehand. The quickest way to 

turn an audience off is to perform a trick that flops! 

2. Wear casual clothes. This type of magic performance doesn’t need the 

mystique of a costume. You need to blend in with the atmosphere of the street 

and attract your audience with your magic; this will be what keeps them from 

turning away, not a spectacular costume! 

3. Don’t force your tricks on people. If they aren’t interested and turn away, 

don’t follow them down the street begging them to watch. Go find someone 

who wants to take part. Choosing your audience can be a little tricky. Look 

for people on the street who aren’t busy. Groups of people enjoying the sights 

are good. Don’t interrupt people during their conversations. Look for people 

who are relaxed and looking for a bit of fun. 

4. Know your routine well; not just your tricks, but the order you are going to 

perform them, how many you will perform, and the patter you use. You need 

to look casual and relaxed, as if it is an everyday occurrence to pull cards out 

of thin air! 
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5. Keep your audience wanting more. If they beg for one last trick, make sure 

you’ve saved one.  

6. If you want to get paid doing street magic, you will have to devise a 

successful method to ask for a tip. Making your last trick one that involves 

bills or coins can work, as the spectator might tell you to keep the bill when 

you’ve finished. You may have an assistant who can pass a hat around the 

crowd, asking for tips. 

Fire and magic just seem to go together. (As long as you are careful!) My 

ebook HOT MAGIC: Easy Magic Tricks and Icebreakers with Candles and 

Matches has instructions for several tricks and stunts that would be great for 

street performing and busking. Find out more by visiting 

https://JoeLibbySeminars.com/hotmagic  

https://joelibbyseminars.com/
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Part 4: Magic for Emcees and 

Facilitators 
Of course, corporate meetings are a natural for a magic emcee or facilitator. 

But there are also meetings held for churches, PTAs and PTOs, social 

organizations, etc. And you can even facilitate virtual Zoom meetings from 

your own home. There is great potential here! 

Speakers, salespeople, educators, and people who interact with others in their 

business lives will find magic and icebreakers a great way to add a little fun to 

their meetings and workshops.  

What is an icebreaker? An icebreaker is a technique used by many facilitators 

to relax their audience and help them feel comfortable with their surroundings 

and other people. They can be used in many areas and take many forms. 

Telling jokes or doing magic tricks are probably the most common 

icebreakers. Here are some tips for using magic as an icebreaker: 

1. Make sure the tricks you use are well rehearsed and you can perform them 

well. Nothing is more embarrassing (and unappealing) than a trick that flops. 

2. Perform your tricks when they are unexpected. A surprised audience will 

find more delight in your magic. 

3. Be confident and relaxed when carrying out your trick. If you are nervous, 

your audience will only feel uncomfortable, and this is the opposite of what 

an icebreaker is meant to do! 

4. Never force a magic trick on an unwilling participant. If someone looks 

uncomfortable, find another volunteer. Always remember the objective of an 

icebreaker: to make your audience feel comfortable. 

5. Simple tricks are good as icebreakers. Card and coin tricks are usually the 

best. You may even like to do some number tricks once your audience is 

focused—this way you can tell if they are concentrating! 

6. Use only a few tricks. You aren't doing a whole magic show but using your 

tricks to get your audience at ease and engaged. If you are using magic as an 

icebreaker, then once your spectator is comfortable, get on with the business 

at hand.  
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7. Never reveal the secret of your trick. You may use icebreakers at the start 

of every session you run. If previous participants talk to new ones and they 

reveal your icebreaker secrets, then your magic tricks won’t have the effect 

they are meant to. But it can be very effective to teach your participants a 

simple magic trick, such as the Fortune-Telling Fish or the Two-Card 

Monte. 

Performing magic as an icebreaker is only the beginning. You have to build 

up a rapport with your audience and magic can begin that process. What 

happens after you have “broken the ice” is up to you! 

One of the best books for making meetings and workshops fun and engaging 

is Wake Em Up! by Tom Antion. While it was written with speakers in mind, 

there is a lot of valuable information that can be utilized by magicians and 

other variety performers. Click the book title to find out more and get your 

copy today!  

https://joelibbyseminars.com/
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Part 5: A Magician’s Apprentice 
Have you seen the movie with the sorcerer’s apprentice? This is where the 

student magician tries some spells when left alone, and it all goes horribly 

wrong. You don’t want to become that kind of magician’s apprentice!  

Learning the art of magic is something that can be self-taught but as you 

progress with your magic, you may wish to become “apprenticed” to a 

magician with far more knowledge and skill than you. How do you go about 

getting this type of help from one or more experienced magicians? 

The first thing to do would be to join a magician’s club. You can contact your 

local magic store or do a search on the Internet to find a magician’s club in 

your area. At the club, you will meet other magicians, novices and experts 

alike. Here you will be able to ask for help with your tricks and get advice 

from those who have been practicing the craft for a long time. You may find 

that an expert takes a shine to you and takes you under his wing to help you 

develop your skills.  

Another way to apprentice is to get hired as a magician’s assistant. 

Magician’s assistants are an integral part of many acts. Not only will you be 

helping out a fellow magician, but also you will be gaining a lot of valuable 

information on the way this magician goes about his performance. Your job 

as a magician’s assistant may include the following: 

1. Checking props before a show to ensure they are working. 

2. Setting the stage before the performance, making sure all tricks that rely on 

angles and illusions are positioned correctly. 

3. During the show, you may be involved in a number of acts that require 

“vanishing and reappearing.” You could be the person who does the 

disappearing act or also be the victim who gets cut in half! 

4. Assisting volunteers to and from the stage. Be reassuring and encouraging 

to the volunteer as they may be quite nervous. 

5. Help the magician with his misdirection techniques. Often you are the 

person they will be looking at as the magician has “misdirected” the audience 

to you while he performs his sleight. 
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6. If a trick goes wrong or a prop fails, it might be up to you to diffuse the 

situation. Check with the magician on how he would like you to help if this 

happens. 

Becoming an apprentice or assistant will help further your magic career in 

many ways. Always ask questions and thank those that are willing to help 

you. And when you are a famous magician, remember to help another 

beginner magician, just as someone once offered his or her advice to you. 

Even while working as a magician’s apprentice, you can sharpen your own 

magic skills. The ebook Master Mentalism is full of great mindreading, card 

tricks, and even hypnosis techniques. Find out more at this webpage: 

https://joelibbyseminars.com/learnmoremagic/ 
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Appendix: Another Valuable Magic 

Bucks Resource 

 
Paul Daniels was arguably the UK's most successful magician. He also did a 

series of "Master Classes" in which he discussed his principles for success as 

a magician. Highlights from these master classes are available as a DVD. To 

find out more, have a look at my blog post:  

https://joelibbyseminars.com/uncategorized/masterclasspauldaniels/ 
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